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SOCIETY OF AMERICAN LAW TEACHERS
24TH FLOOR

250 BROADWAY

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10007

PRESIDENT
Norman Dorsen

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Stephen Gillers

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
(Interim)
George J. Alexander
Anthony G. Amsterdam
Charles E. Ares
Frank Askin
Barbara Babcock
E. Clinton Bamberger
Derrick A. Bell, Jr.
David Skillen Bogen
Addison M. Bowman
Ralph S. Brown, Jr.
David L. Cavers
David L. Chambers
Leroy Clark
Alan Dershowitz
Thomas I. Emerson
Monroe Freedman
Ruth Bader Ginsburg
Nathaniel E. Gozansky
Charles R. Halpern
Harry Kalven
Sylvia Law
Howard Lesnick
Ian R. MacNeil
Jay W. Murphy
Frank C. Newman
Melville B. Nimmer
Robert Pitofsky
Robert J. Rabin
Cruz Reynoso
Herman Schwartz
Robert A. Sedler

Dear Colleague:
I am writing to invite you, on behalf of 149 of your colleagues at 69 law
schools, to join the newly formed Society of American Law Teachers. We believe there is a clear need for this organization. It will be a useful professional
vehicle for American law teachers and can benefit the legal community and the
society as a whole.
The Society will have the following broad purposes, in addition to providing open lines of communication on matters of interest to the membership.

1. Encourage developments in legal education that will make curriculum, programs and forms of instruction more responsive to social needs. This
will include attention to legal ethics and the public responsibilities of the
profession.
2. Make studies and, where appropriate, issue public statements, participate in litigation, and give testimony on matters of professional concern,
such as the new federal penal code and proposed amendments to the United
States Constitution.
3. Evaluate and in proper cases express opinions on judicial appointments and appointments to other governmental positions bearing on the administration of justice.
4. Combat violations of academic freedom directed against law teachers.
5. Encourage fair recruitment of minorities - blacks, Puerto Ricans,
Chicanos and women -- on law faculties and student bodies.
6. Monitor, to the extent feasible, vanous institutions of the legal
profession.

This list does not reflect priorities. Members of the Society will naturally have different views
on which activities to engage in and which should take precedence. This is a matter for natural development over time.
We particularly want to avoid a doctrinaire approach to issues. Our goal is to involve as many
law teachers as possible. The best way to do this is to be clear that disparate views are welcome as
well as inevitable.
Membership is open to anyone who teaches law students (not undergraduates) for law school
credit or is on leave or retired from such a position. Adjunct, parttime and clinical teachers are eligible
and wholly welcome.
The Society is not intended to be a rival of the Association of American Law Schools, which is
basically an association of law schools largely geared to other concerns and roles.
Dues are $25 a year. Law teachers who earn $15,000 a year or less have dues of $15 a year.
In extending this invitation, I want to stress two important points in order to emphasize the
formative nature of the Society.
First, the "Board of Governors" you see on the letterhead has been named simply to get the
organization off the ground. In the fall of this year the members of the Society will elect a new Board
of 24 Governors (and a President), pursuant to Article VI of the enclosed proposed bylaws.
Second, the initial members of the Society are acutely aware of the sensitivity of law teachers
to the issuance of public statements in the name of organizations to which they belong.
Article II,
paragraphs 11 and 12, Article III, paragraph 9, and Article IV, paragraph 3 of the bylaws are intended
:o reflect a sensible balance of the interests involved. Note particularly the absolute prohibition on
:he use of an individual's name without personal consent. Further, the bylaws provide in Article IX
:hat the entire question of public statements will be reviewed by the Board of Governors at an early
neeting. We earnestly invite your recommendations on this matter and on other policy questions reflected in the present bylaws.
We hope that a very high percentage of law teachers will join the Society. It is intended to be
a

forum for the entire profession.
Sincerely,

Norman Dorsen
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PROPOSED BYLAWS
ARTICLE I
OFFICERS
A. President
1, There shall be a President, whose term of office shall be one year.
2. The President shall be elected by a majority of the members of the Society actually voting as provided in Article VI
of these bylaws.
3. The President may be removed with or without cause at any meeting of the Board of Governors by a two-thirds majority of those present and voting, but in no event may the President be removed unless an absolute majority of the members
of the Board of Governors then in office vote for removal.
4. In the event there is a vacancy in the office of President, a majority of the members of the Board of Governors present
and voting shall elect a President who shall serve for the unexpired term of the former President.
5. The President is the chief executive officer. The President is authorized to supervise the management and business
of the Society, to effectuate the decisions of the Board of Governors and the Executive Committee, to spend or authorize the
expenditure of sums for these purposes and to act for the Society in order to advance its interests and purposes. The President shall propose the agenda for all meetings.
B. Vice Presidents
1. There shall be four Vice Presidents, whose terms of office shall be one year.
2. The Vice Presidents shall be elected by a majority of the members of the Board of Governors pre.sent and voting at
the Society's annual meeting,_or as soon thereafter as the Board of Governors can meet. No person shall be elected Vice
President who is not a member of the Board of Governors.
3. A Vice President may be removed with or without cause at a meeting of the Board of Governors by a two-thirds majority of those present and voting, but in no event may a Vice President be removed unless an absolute majority of the members
of the Board of Governors then in office vote for removal.
4. In the event there is a vacancy in the office of a Vice President, the Board of Governors is authorized but no required to appoint a Vice President who shall serve for the unexpired term of the former Vice President.
5. The Vice Presidents are authorized to confer with the President and to accept assignments from the President, the
Board of Governors and the Executive Committee in furtherance of the interests and purposes of the Society.
6. In the event there is a vacancy in the office of the President, and until the Board of Governors can meet to select a
substitute President, the senior Vice President, measured by length of time of membership in the Society, shall be the Acting
President.
C. Treasurer
1. There shall be a Treasurer, whose term of office shall be one year.
2. The Treasurer shall be elected by a majority of the members of the Board of Governors present and voting at the
Society's annual meeting, or as soon thereafter as the Board of Governors can meet.
3. The Treasurer may be removed with or without cause at any meeting of the Board of Governors by a two-thirds majority of those present and voting, but in no event may the Treasurer be removed unless an absolute majority of the members of
the Board of Governors then in office vote for removal,
4, In the event there is a vacancy in the office of Treasurer, the President shall appoint a Treasurer who shall serve
for the unexpired term of the Treasurer.
5, The Treasurer shall keep the books and records of the Society, pay all bills and collect all dues of the Society and
report to the President, the Executive Committee and the Board of Governors from time to time on the financial status of
the Society and accept assignments from them,
D. Secretary
1. The Executive Director of the Society shall serve as Secretary.
ARTICLE II
BOARD OF GOVERNORS
1. The governing body of the Society shall be a Board of Governors, whose members shall be members of the Society.
2. Except as limited by paragraph 4 of this Article, there shall be twenty-four members of the Board of Governors plus
the President, who shall be an ex officio member with a vote,
3, The members of the Board of Governors shall be elected for terms of three years, one-third of the total number being
elected each year as provided in Article VI of these bylaws.

4. The initial Board of Governors shall consist of the members listed in the Certificate of Incorporation of the Society.
The term of the members of the initial Board of Governors shall end the day before the day of the winter 1974 meeting of
the Board of Governors, but in no event later than December 31, 1974.
5, A member of the Board of Governors may be removed for cause at any meeting of the Board of Governors by a twothirds majority of those present and voting, but in no event may a member of the Board of Governors be removed for cause
unless an absolute majority of the members of the Board of Governors then in office vote for removal. A member of the
Board of Governors may be removed without cause by a majority vote of members present and voting at an annual or other
membership meeting.
6. In the event there is a vacancy on the Board of Governors, the remaining members of the Board are authorized but
not required to fill the vacancy, for its unexpired term, by a majority vote of those present and voting at a meeting of the
Board of Governors.
7. A quorum for a meeting of the Board of Governors is one-third of the total number of members then in office.
8. Regular meetings of the Board of Governors shall normally be held three times a year, on dates and at places specified by the Board or by the Executive Committee. These shall be a fall meeting, a spring meeting and a winter meeting,
the last to be held at or about the time of the annual meeting of the Association of American Law Schools.
9. A special meeting of the Board of Governors may be called at any time by the President; or it may be called by a
majority of the members of the Executive Committee then in office; or by any seven members of the Board of Governors; in
which cases such notice shall be sent to the Secretary, who shall notify each member of the Board of Governors of the time
and place of such meeting.
10. Every member of the Board of Governors shall receive at least twenty days written notice of the date and place of
any regular meeting and at least ten days notice of any special meeting. This notice may be waived by any member of the
Board of Governors, either before or after the meeting for which the notice is required. Attendance shall constitute waiver,
11. The Board of Governors shall have all powers provided in the New York State Not-For-Profit Corporation law, including Section 202 thereof. In addition, the Board of Governors is empowered to issue public statements, including statements
assessing the qualifications of judicial and law-related appointees, candidates and nominees to government positions. These
statements shall issue in the name of the Board of Governors of the Society. No name of any member shall be used without
his or her permission, All decisions of the Board of Governors shall be by a vote of the majority of those present and voting, except no public statements shall issue unless two-thirds of the members of the Board of Governors present and voting
agree. The Board of Governors is empowered to take all action to further the Society's purposes.
12. The Board of Governors may poll the members of the Society on major questions and may publicly announce as a
position of the Society a position on which two-thirds of the members voting agree.
13. The Board of Governors is empowered to create standing and ad hoc committees, to designate their duration and purposes and, after conferring with the President, to appoint the members of each committee under such terms and conditions
as it may determine. The President shall appoint the chairperson of the standing committees. Each committee shall have
at least three members. Between meetings of the Board, the President may create ad hoc committees and appoint members
thereto after coosultation with the Executive Committee, but such creations and appointments shall be ratified at the next
following meeting of the Board of Governors.
14. The Board of Governors shall take all action at general or special meetings, except that when any three members
believe there is a major public question on which the Board of Governors should speak promptly, they shall present a proposed public statement to each of the President and the Secretary, who shall cause all members of the Board of Governors
to be telephoned. The statement shall then issue in the name of the Board of Governors in the original form or such revised
form as two-thirds of the members of the Board of Governors then in office may approve.
ARTICLE III
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
1. There shall be an Executive Committee composed of six members of the Board of Governors and the President, who
shall be an ex officio member with a vote.
2. Except as provided in the next paragraph, three members of the Executive Committee shall be elected each year at
the winter meeting of the Board of Governors and shall take office immediately. Each shall serve until reelected or replaced
at the winter meeting of the Board of Governors two years following. his or her election.
3. The first six members of the Executive Committee shal be elected by the initial Board of Governors. At the 1974
winter meeting of the Board of Governors, there shall be elected a new Executive Committee, three to one year terms and
three to two year terms.
4. The Treasurer shall be a member of the Executive Committee ex officio without a vote unless separately elected to
the Executive Committee.
5. A member of the Executive Committee may be removed with or without cause at any meeting of the Board of Governors
by a two-third majority of those present and voting, but in no event may a member of the Executive Committee be removed
unless an absolute majority of the members of the Board of Governors then in office vote for his or her removal.

6. In the event there is a vacancy on the Executive Committee, the Board of Governors is authorized but not required to fill the vacancy, for its unexpired term, by a majority vote of those present and voting at a meeting of the Board of
Governors. In no event, however, shall there be fewer than four voting members on the Executive Committee.
7. A quorum of the Executive Committee is a majority of the voting members of the Executive Committee then in office,
either present in person or telephonic ally.
8. The Executive Committee shall meet on reasonable notice at places and times it determines. It may meet in person,
telephonically by conference call or in a combination of personal and telephonic participation. Notice and waiver of notice
provisions applicable to the Board of Governors shall also apply to the meetings of the Executive Committee.
9. The Executive Committee shall have all powers held by the Board of Governors which it may legally exercise except
that the Executive Committee has no authority to issue public statements. The Executive Committee shall report all action
it takes at the next following meeting of the Board of Governors.
10. The Executive Committee shall have the power to hire staff and to discharge staff; the Board of Governors, however,
may reverse any such action.
ARTICLE IV
ANNUAL MEETING
1. There shall be an annual meeting of the members every December at or about the time and place of the annual meeting of the Association of American Law Schools. The exact time and place of such meetings shall be sent to each member
no later than December 1 of each year.
2. The quorum for the annual meeting is one hundred memoers or ten percent of the total membership, whichever is less.
3. The membership shall make all decisions by majority vote but it shall not issue a public statement in the name of
the Society, except by a two-thirds vote of those voting on a question, or authorize the use of the name of a member without
his or her permission.
ARTICLE V
MEMBERSHIP
A person is entitled to be a member in the Society (a) who teaches law students for credit given by a law school; (b) who
is retired or on leave from such a position; or (c) who was previously a member of the Society. The dues shall be $25.00
per year unless his or her total annual salary from all sources is less than $15,000 per year, in which case the dues shall
be $15.00 per year.
ARTICLE VI
NOMINATIONS
One third of the members of the Board of Governors (except that in 1974 the entire twenty-four members of the Board of
Governors to succeed the initial Board of Governors) and the President shall be elected in the following manner each year:
a. At the spring meeting of the Board of Governors there shall be elected by a majority vote of those present and voting

(i) after consultation with the President, a Nominating Committee of five members of the Society, at least two of whom shall
be members of the Board of Governors; and (ii) at least one nominee for President.

b. Not later than August 1, the Nominating Committee shall inform the President in writing of its nominees, which shall
be at least one-fourth more than the number of vacancies but not more than twice the number of vacancies. At least three
members of the Nominating Committee must agree to each nomination. Members of the Nominating Committee may be nominees
but may not vote for their own nomination.
c. Not later than September 10, there shall be sent to each member (i) the names of the nominees of the Nominating
Committee and (ii) the name(s) of the member(s) nominated by the Board of Governors to be President. At the same time,
there shall be sent a brief statement of the petition process ahd the deadlines and requirements therefor.
d. Any fifteen members of the Society may nominate additional members to the Board of Governors by pe_tition if the
names of such nominees and the petition signed by the fifteen members are received at the office of the Society no later
than October 10. In such event, the names of the nominees shall be added to the ballot sent out pursuant to this Article.
No member may nominate himself or herself.
e. Any fifty members of the Society or ten percent of the total membership, whichever is less, may nominate a member to
be President by petition if the name of such nominee and the petition signed by the members are received at the office of the
Society no later than October 10. In such event, the name of the nominee shall be added to the ballot to be mailed pursuant to
this Article. No member may nominate himself or herself or sign more than one nominating petition for President.

f, The ballot for members of the Board of Governors and the ballot for President, with appropriate instructions, shall
be mailed to all members of the Society no later than November of any year.
g. Each member shall be required to return his or her ballot postmarked no later than December 1 of the same year.
No member's ballot shall be counted unless it is accompanied by the dues of the member for the following year.
h. Ballots shall be secret but in order to insure that a ballot is legitimate, a member may be required to sign a separate enclosure accompanying the ballot,
i. Each candidate shall have the right to submit a statement of up to two hundred words, which shall be included with
the ballots if received at the office of the Society no later than November 1.
j. No later than December 10 of each year, at least three people, none of whom are candidates for President or the
Board of Governors, shall jointly open the ballots and tally the votes for the members of the Board of Governors and for
President. If there are two candidates for President, the candidate receiving the greater number of votes shall be elected.
If there are more than two candidates for President, the candidate receiving a majority of the votes shall be elected. If no
candidate receives a majority of the votes, there shall be an immediate run-off election between the two candidates receiving the greatest number of votes.
ARTICLE VII
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
1. No President, Vice President, member of the Board of Governors or of the Executive Committee or Treasurer shall
be removed with or without cause unless written notice of intent to seek such removal is given to each member of the Board
of Governors, signed by at least two members thereof. Such notice shall be received at least twenty days before any regular
meeting of the Board of Governors and at least ten days before any special meeting. If the person sought to be removed is
not a member of the Board of Governors, he or she shall also receive such notice and be entitled to attend themeeting of
the Board of Governors to respond to the charges against him or her and to speak in his or her own behalf. Where the proposed removal is with cause, a statement of the cause shall accompany the notice provided for in this paragraph.
2. The President, Vice Presidents and Treasurer shall take office and the outgoing officers shall leave office on the
day preceding the day on which the annual meeting is held but in no event later than December 31 of the following year,
unless their successor has not yet been chosen, in which case they shall serve until their sucessor is chosen.
3. The newly elected members of the Board of Governors shall take office and the outgoing members shall leave office
on the day before the day on which the Board of Governors holds its winter meeting but in no event later than December 31
of the year in which the new members were elected, unless their successors have not yet been chosen, in which case they
shall serve until their successors are chosen.
ARTICLE VIII
FISCAL YEAR
The fiscal year shall be July 1 to June 30. The Board of Governors or the Executive Committee shall, prior to April
of each year, prepare a budget for the ensuing fiscal year, which shall be approved or revised at the spring meeting of the
Board of Governors.
ARTICLE IX
AMENDMENTS
These bylaws may be amended by the Board of Governors or by the membership at a special or general meeting. No proposal to amend the bylaws shall be placed on the agenda of a meeting unless it is received by the Secretary of the Society
at least forty days prior to a meeting of the membership and at least thirty days prior to a meeting of the Board of Governors.
If the proposed amendment is to be presented at a meeting of members, it shall be signed by fifteen members. If it is to be
presented at a meeting of the Board of Governors, it shall be signed by three members of the Board of Governors. Notice of
such proposal shall then be sent to all members entitled to attend the particular meeting no later than twenty days prior to the
meeting. The proposed amendment, or a germane amendment thereto, shall be passed if agreed to by two-thirds of those present and voting.
Within one year after its first meeting following incorporation of the Society, the first elected Board of Governors shall review the conditions under which the Society may issue public statements in the name of the Society or its members, in accordance with the terms of the prior paragraph.

